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June 12, 2026

Meeting was opened by Commander Ponton at 7:30. Cassie Brinlee sang the National Anthem.

Commander Ponton welcomed everyone. 

Department Adjutant Barbara Lombrano was introduced brought forward and seated in front. Members were asked to introduce themselves, branch and years of service. There were 19 members and 6 guests present. 

Guest speaker, 
· Jim Ratcliff gave a presentation on the DAV and the service officer assistance they provide locally.
· Eagle Candidate Oliver Hayes spoke on his Eagle project recognizing veterans. He will be taking pictures here tomorrow until about 1.

Roll Call of Officers: 
		Commander Terry Ponton
		1st Vice Commander Sharonda Amamilo, excused
		2nd Vice Commander Paul Dennis, excused
		Adjutant Larry Granish
		Chaplain Joe Carey
		Finance Officer Gary Walker
		Resource Officer Rose Hodgeboom
		Sergeant-at-Arms Les Christiansen
		Judge Advocate, vacant
		Historian Brenda Carey

Minutes of the meeting of May 8, 2026, approved as distributed. 

Committee Reports
· Adjutant Granish reported that we have achieved membership of 161 of the goal of 174, 92.53%. 
· Finance Officer Gary Walker reported the operating balance for May was $41,769.23, which includes $40,000 earnest money received from the buyer. Edward Jones balance is $1,089.82. We opened a non-profit CD with Oly Fed with $35,000 deposit.
· Gary Walker reported on the sale of the property. Work party to move everything to storage unit on Saturday, June 20 starting at 9:00 am and finish up on Monday June 30th.
· Sickness and distress: Jim Stayhorn is recovering after a respiratory event. Gary Seat and Donna Lowery are still having health issues.

New Business/Correspondence:
· Motion made, seconded and carried to sponsor Catie Habor ($535.00)for Evergreen Girls State.
· The Post is authorized four delegates and four alternates for Convention. Commander asked who was planning to attend. Sharonda Amamilo, Larry Granish, Rose Hodgeboom, Gary Walker and Commander Ponton plan to attend Convention. The following were elected as delegates and alternate.
· Sharonda Amamilo—alternate delegate
· Larry Granish--delegate
· Rose Hodgeboom--delegate
· Terry Ponton—delegate
· Gary Walker--delegate

Presentations:
· Brenda Carey spoke on the Vietnam Women’s Memorial in Washington DC.
· Caree Brinlee gave a presentation on the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance. Red Sketon’s soliloquy on the Pledge of Allegiance was played.

Department Adjutant, Barbara Lombrano installed the following officers for the 2026-2027 Legion Year:
· Commander, Paul Dennis pt Jon Halverson
· First Vice Commander, Sharonda Amamilo pt Jim Notter
· Second Vice Commander, Bob Nakamura
· Adjutant, Larry Granish
· Finance Officer, Cari Brinlee
· Resource Officer, Rose Hodgeboom
· Judge Advocate, Gary Walker
· Sergeant-at-Arms, Phil Person
· Historian, Terry Ponton
· Chaplain, Brenda Carey
· Commander Ponton presented Certificates of Appreciation to Troops 9207B and G, Troop 9207 Parents, Woodlawn Funeral Home and Cemetery, the Legion Band, and Barbara Lombrano. Commander thanked everyone for making his time as commander successful.
· Commander Ponton was presented with a plaque commemorating his two years as Post Commander.

Good of the Legion:
· Our next business meeting will be August 14 at the Department Headquarters.
· Our annual First Responders Night will be Thursday, September 10 at the Lacey Community Center.
· Oliver Hayes, Troop 9207, will be taking pictures of veterans for his Veterans Honor Portrait Eagle Project, tomorrow at the post. He also has scheduled June 28 at VFW Post 318 and July 9 at Olympia AL Post 3.
· Flag Day ceremony, Sunday, June 14 at the Lacey Civic Plaza, starting at 4:00 pm. The American Legion Band will be performing.
· The Wall that Heals will be at Chambers Prairie Elementary, 6501 Virginia St SE, Lacey, June 25-26
· Jon Halverson reported that the Lacey Historical Society is doing a celebration on September 8 at the Lacey Community Center honoring the 250th and the city of Lacey, 3:00 to 7:00 pm.
· Barbara Lombrano spoke on tickets for the Operation Comfort Warrior Tacoma Rainiers game on June 30. Contact her at Department for tickets.
· Drawing won by Phil Person, who answered the questions and will receive a name tag.

There being no further business, Commander Ponton closed the meeting at 8:55. 
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