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May 8, 2026

Meeting was opened by Commander Ponton at 7:30. 

Charter was draped in memory of Vernon G Andrews, Army, Vietnam Era, who was transferred to Post Everlasting on April 6, 2026.

Commander Ponton welcomed everyone. 

Magee Brinlee sang “God Bless the USA”. Members of Scout Troop 9207 performed the 13 folds flag ceremony. Magee and the Scouts will be performing at our Memorial Day Ceremony at Woodlawn Cemetery.

Members were asked to introduce themselves, branch and years of service. There were 15 members and 1 guest present. Four members of Scout Troops 9207B/G and four adult leaders were also present

Magee Brinlee spoke about her time at the Constitutional Speech Contest. Although she didn’t win, she learned a lot from the process and is looking forward to again participating. She thanked us for sponsoring her.

Guest speaker, 
· Michael Bartodlo gave a short presentation on financing and investing—the five myths of Social Security.

Roll Call of Officers: 
		Commander Terry Ponton
		1st Vice Commander Sharonda Amamilo, excused
		2nd Vice Commander Paul Dennis, excused
		Adjutant Larry Granish
		Chaplain Joe Carey
		Finance Officer Gary Walker
		Resource Officer Rose Hodgeboom
		Sergeant-at-Arms Les Christiansen
		Judge Advocate, vacant
		Historian Brenda Carey, excused

Minutes of the meeting of April 10, 2026, approved as distributed. 

Committee Reports
· Adjutant Granish reported that we have achieved membership of 161 of the goal of 174, 92.53%. We need 13 more to make goal.
· Finance Officer Gary Walker reported the operating balance for March was $43.3046.64, which includes $40,000 earnest money received from the buyer. 
· Gary Walker reported on the sale of the property. Soundbuilt has released $40,000 earnest money which we can now use as downpayment/earnest money on property. We have to be out of post by July 1 because of insurance termination. Potential meeting place in August is the Department Headquarters. The Lacey Community Center is a possibility for our Law-and-Order night. However, we may have to move to a different night as September 11 has been rented.
· Sickness and distress: Jim Stayhorn is recovering after a respiratory event. Gary Seat and Donna Lowery are still having health issues.
· Joe Carey presented the third report of the Nomination Committee. Nominees are:
· Commander, Paul Dennis
· First Vice Commander, Sharonda Amamilo
· Second Vice Commander, Bob Nakamura
· Adjutant, Larry Granish
· Finance Officer, Cari Brinlee
· Resource Officer, Rose Hodgeboom
· Judge Advocate, Gary Walker
· Sergeant-at-Arms, Phil Person
· Historian, Terry Ponton
· Chaplain, Brenda Carey
New Business/Correspondence:
· Commander asked if there were any other nominations. Hearing none, nominations were closed. Motion made, seconded and passed directing the adjutant cast a unanimous ballot for the slate of officers. Adjutant will submit the Report of New Officers to the Department.
· We need to update the signature card at Oly Fed. Commander directed that: Cari Brinlee, Paul Dennis, Larry Granish and Gary Walker be signatories on the account. Update on the account needs to be completed prior to Department Convention.
· Gary Walker moved that the Law-and-Order night be held at the Lacey Community Center on Thursday, September 10th and that we rent the facility from 4:00 to 10:00 pm. Motion was seconded and passed.
· Gary Walker spoke on need for a Financial and Investment Committee.  Motion made, seconded and passed to establish a Financial and Investment Committee. And that the following be appointed to the committee:
· Cari Brinlee, Finance Officer (without vote)
· Gary Walker, Chair
· Cheryl Seat
· Phil Person
· Rose Hodgeboom
· The Wall that Heals will be in Lacey June 25-28. VFW Post 318 is hosting the event and is soliciting funds to help-out. The Community Sponsor level is $100. Motion made, seconded, and passed that we donate $100 as a Community Sponsor. It was suggested that we pass the hat at our June meeting to gather additional funds.
Presentations:
· Commander gave short presentation on US 250th anniversary. He also spoke about the St Louis Caucus of the American Legion.
· Jon Halverson spoke about Lacey Historical Society plans for the 250th anniversary.

Good of the Legion:
· Our next business meeting will be June 12, 2026. for installation of officers by Department Adjutant Barbara Lombrano. This will be the last meeting in this building as we will need to vacate by July 1.
· District Spring Conference was held April 25 at Post 30 in Port Orchard. Nicholas Blum, Puyallup Post 67 was elected District Commander and our Commander, Terry Ponton, was elected District Vice Commander.
· We will post flags at Woodlawn and Forest Cemeteries on Saturday, May 23, starting at 9:00 am. 
· Post Memorial Day Ceremony will be held May 25 at Woodlawn starting at 4:00 pm. American Legion Band will begin at 3:30. Flags will be collected after the ceremony. Department Adjutant Barbara Lombrano will be the keynote speaker.
· Memorial Day Ceremony at the Capitol will start at 11:00 am. The American Legion Band will begin playing at 10:30.
· The Wall that Heals will be at Chambers Prairie Elementary, 6501 Virginia St SE, Lacey, June 25-26
· VFW Post 318 is hosting a Homestyle Breakfast on Saturday May 16, 9:00-11:00. Cost is $15. Funds raised will help support the Wall that Heals.
· Drawing won by Grumpy Rommel, who answered the questions and will receive a Legion cap.

There being no further business, Commander Ponton closed the meeting at 8:50. 
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