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December 12, 2025

Meeting was opened by Commander Ponton at 7:30.

Commander Ponton welcomed everyone. He thanked everyone who contributed food tonight.

Sergeant-at-Arms Les Christiansen introduced visitors. Members were asked to introduce themselves, branch and years of service. Bob Woelk, Hope for Heros, was introduced 

Presentation on the Hope of Heros Horsemanship program given by Bob Woelk. Commander presented Bob a Legion Coin.

Command had everyone introduce themselves branch and dates of service.

Roll Call of Officers: 
		Commander Terry Ponton
		1st Vice Commander Sharonda Amamilo
		2nd Vice Commander Paul Dennis
		Adjutant Larry Granish
		Chaplain Joe Carey
		Finance Officer Gary Walker
		Resource Officer Rose Hodgeboom
		Sergeant-at-Arms Les Christiansen
		Judge Advocate Dave Hodgeboom
		Historian Brenda Carey

Minutes of the November 14, 2025, meeting approved as posted. 

Committee Reports
· Adjutant Granish reported that we have achieved a membership 143 of a goal of 174, 82.13%. We need 31 to make goal. Application for membership received from Andew Person, Army, War on Terror. MSP to accept Andrew as a member. His membership brings the post to 144/174, 82.76%.
· Finance Officer Gary Walker reported the operating balance for November was $13,595.81. 
· Gary Walker’s report on the sale of the property. City of Lacey and County have agreed on the plans and its now in the 170-day assessment/comment period.
· Sickness and distress: Chuck Stoval is under the weather and Charles ‘Grumpy’ Rommel is still recovering from his car accident.
· Department Vice Commander, Area II, Gary Walker gave update on happenings in the Department. Mid-Winter will be at the Lacey Community Center on Saturday, February 7.
· Resource Officer, Rose Hodgeboom reported on her veteran support activities over the last month. Cheryl Seat gave an update on the Lacey Veterans Hub.

New Business/Correspondence:
· Vice Commander Sharonda Amamilo presented a proposed rewrite of our Constitution and By-Laws. Copies will be posted on our website and Facebook page for review and comments. They will be presented formally in January for comments and discussion. Approval at will be at our February meeting.
· MSP that we donate $100 to Hope for Heros program.
· Received an email from Kristin Horsley, American Red Cross at JBLM, thanking the post for its donation in support of Operation Holiday Cheer.
· Letter received from the Thurston County Food Bank for our support.
· MSP that we donate $200 to Santa’s Castle at JBLM.
· Larry Granish reported that the Thurston County Veterans Council has reestablished its non-profit status with the IRS. MSP that we donate $100 to TCVC to help them with Memorial and Veterans Day ceremonies.
Presentations:
· Dave and Rose Hodgeboom gave a presentation on their recent Honor Flight.
· Brenda Carey gave a presentation on women in the Marine Corps. The Marine Corps Wonen’s Reserve (MCWR) in WWII.

Good of the Legion:
· Our next business meeting will be January 9, 2026. We will receive CPR/AED training.
· Toys and cash received tonight will be donated to Toys for Tots tomorrow.
· Wreaths Across America at Woodlawn Cemetery tomorrow, December 13 at 1000.
· American Legion Band will present its Christmas Concert, 7:00 pm, Thursday, December 18th at the Lacey Community Center.
· Members present drawing for Legion polo shirt won by Grumpy Rommel.

There being no further business, Commander Ponton closed the meeting at 8:50. 
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