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October 10, 2025

Meeting was opened by Commander Ponton at 7:30.

Commander Ponton welcomed everyone. He thanked Cheryl Seat, Brenda Carey and Larry Granish for our meal.

Sergeant-at-Arms Les Christiansen introduced visitors. Members were asked to introduce themselves, branch and years of service. 

Roll Call of Officers: 
		Commander Terry Ponton
		1st Vice Commander Shahronda Amamilo
		2nd Vice Commander Paul Dennis, excused
		Adjutant Larry Granish
		Chaplain Joe Carey
		Finance Officer Gary Walker
		Resource Officer Rose Hodgeboom, excused
		Sergeant-at-Arms Les Christiansen
		Judge Advocate Dave Hodgeboom, excused
		Historian Brenda Carey

Minutes of the August 8, 2025 meeting approved as posted. 

Committee Reports
· Adjutant Granish reported that we have achieved a membership 120 of a goal of 174, 68.97%. Hyoseok Kim, currently a Major and Chaplain in the Army was approved for membership.
· Finance Officer Gary Walker reported the balance for August was $12,092.93.
· Gary Walker’s report on the sale of the property. City of Lacey and County have agreed on the plans and its now in the comment period.
· Sickness and distress: Charles (Grumpy) Rommel has had a car accident. He’s banged up but ok and at home. Dave Hodgeboom is recovering from cancer. Chuck Stovall is also recovering. Cards were passed around to be signed for Grumpy and Chuck. Teresa Goen spoke on her recovery from triple by-pass surgery. Donna Lowery’s health issues have her homebound.
· Department Vice Commander, Area II, Gary Walker gave update on happenings in the Department. NEC man Bob Clark has resigned and Ralphael Munez will replace him and ANEC is open. Department Service Officer Easter Lilly’s contract was not renewed and the Department is currently advertising for a Service Officer.
· Jim Ratcliff spoke on filing claims through an accredited service officer. He is accredited through the DAV.

New Business/Correspondence:
· The AL Auxiliary will be hosting a gift shop at American Lake VA for the 82nd year on December 2-5. They need volunteers to help as well as cash donations. If you would like to help, contact Debby Ramirez, the Gift Shop Chair, at debby_ramirez@comcast.net or (253) 219-0718. MSP that the post donate $150 to support the American Lake Gift Shop.
· The post will be hosting the Area II Roundtable for Districts 3 and 4 on Sunday October 19. We will have soup and sandwich. We’ll meet at 1:00 pm on Saturday to set up.
Presentations:
· Brenda Carey gave a presentation on the SPARS (USCG Women Reserves 1942-1946).
· Bob Nakamura gave a presentation on Nisei during WWII. He spoke of two uncles who were interred and later served in 100th Bn/442nd Inf (Go for Broke), and one uncle who became an interpreter in Military Intelligence.
· Commander gave presentation on first aid for an asthma attack.

Good of the Legion:
· Our next business meeting will be November 14th. 
· We will be conducting a Buddy Check on November 8th 11:00 am to 1:00 pm at the post. Volunteers wanted.
· Dave and Rose Hodgeboom leave tomorrow morning on an Honor Flight to Washington DC.
· Veterans Day ceremony will be held in the Capitol Building, Wednesday, November 11, Legion Band will play at 10:30 and ceremony will begin at 11:00. Scouts from Troop 9207 will present and retire the colors.
· Members present drawing for Legion polo shirt won by Les Christiansen.

There being no further business, Commander Ponton closed the meeting at 8:40. 
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