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Up-Coming Meetings

Monthly Membership Meetings (Second Friday of every month)
6:00 PM – Social
6:30 PM – Dinner
7:15 PM – Program & Meeting

9 May 2025

Presentation by Post Sponsored Oratorial Contestant and Election of Post Officers for the Year 2025-2026.

Dinner will be Larry’s pulled pork sandwiches with coleslaw and Cheryl’s surprise dessert.

13 June 2025

Installation of new Post Officers for the Year 2025-2026

Up-Coming Events

17 May 2025
1st Annual ACU Chili Cookoff in Dupont, WA. Hosted by Post 53. More information can be found at ACU Chili Cookoff - Dupont BBQ Cookoff | Dupont, WA. 

18 May 2025
WORKERS IN THE WOODS: Unions, Logging, and the Army in the Pacific NW during the Great War 1917-1919 lecture, THE EVERGREEN STATE COLLEGE, EVANS HALL LIBRARY LOBBY 3-5pm. See attached flyer for more details.

Memorial Day Events 2025
24 May at 9:00 am: Posting of American Flags at Woodlawn and Forest Cemeteries
26 May at 4:00 pm: Memorial Day Tribute at Post 94 Ceremony
26 May at 6:00 pm: Recover American Flags from Woodlawn and Forest Cemeteries

10-12 July 2025
The Department Conference will be held at the Mirabeau Hotel in Spokane 2025. See Department website for more specifics.

9 August 2025
Veterans Golf Tournament at American Lake VA Golf Course. Hosted by Post 265. See attached flyer for more details.

Post Property Sales Update  

The closure of our property sales has been delayed due to change of developer. Studies and permitting process are proceeding.

Membership Update from Our Post Adjutant

Did you receive a renewal notice recently, but have already renewed your membership?

This may happen when you renew after the data cutoff date. Look at the right side of your renewal notice. You should see “AS OF:” and a date. That is the date that the National Headquarters in Indianapolis used to determine if your membership had been received. If you renewed sometime near that date, you notice probably crossed with your renewal. 

You can go to Mylegion.org at Membership Application (legion.org) to pay on-line or email our adjutant to pay directly to the Post.

If you have questions, you can call me at (360) 701-5921 or email me at lgrani@comcast.net. 

Larry Granish
Adjutant

[bookmark: _Hlk524518041]Social Media

You can also follow Post activities on Facebook. Check it out and like us to follow events.
Our Facebook page is American Legion Post 94 Lacey Washington.

Sign Up for Mylegion.org if you haven’t already.

As a current registered user of www.MyLegion.org, do you know all the member benefits available to you?

As a current registered user of www.MyLegion.org, do you know all the member benefits available to you?

MyLegion is a free and secure website for American Legion and Sons of The American Legion members, as well as administrative officers of American Legion posts, districts and counties. Users can view their MyLegion.org membership account on any device with web access to quickly access member benefits.

As a registered user of MyLegion.org, you can:
- Manage profile information. You can see the information that National Headquarters has on file, such as your address, and make updates.
- Print membership card. You don’t have to wait for a new membership card to arrive in the mail. By having access to your membership record through MyLegion.org, you can easily print a current membership card.
- Renew membership. You can renew your membership online or set up automatic membership renewal.
- View member-only discounts. American Legion members have access to veteran and military family discounts from retail to travel.
- Manage American Legion subscriptions to Dispatch, e-newsletters and The American Legion Magazine.
- Find an American Legion accredited service officer. The Service Officer Directory in MyLegion.org provides access to accredited American Legion service officers who provide expert assistance, free of charge, to veterans and their families.
- Use the Veteran Benefit Calculator and state benefit information. Determine your eligibility for hundreds of available benefits, including a listing of veterans benefits by state.
- Get answers to frequently asked questions:
- How can I update demographics on my membership record?
- How can I print my membership card?
- How do I get my membership card when renewing online?
- How do I transfer my membership?
- When does your membership expire?
- Why did I receive a renewal notice if I have already paid?

Safety Tips
	
Memorial Day Safety Tips from the American Safety Council

Memorial Day – The official unofficial kickoff weekend for “pretty much almost might as well be summer”! If you are planning to travel, barbecue or spend a weekend in the sun, here are a few simple tips that will help you keep safe this Memorial Day.

Grilling & Fire Safety
Grills and smokers, while creating delicious cookout fare, have a great potential for danger. It is very important that a lit or hot grill is never left unattended; a responsible adult should stand guard as “grillmaster” to control flames and keep children and animals away from hot surfaces. Before your first grill of the year and often during grilling season, make sure your grill ready for the job. Keep it clean of grease, inspect propane fuel lines, and position your grill away from structures, trees and high-traffic walkways. You should also take any precautions in case a flare-up or fire were to occur; keep an extinguisher nearby and make sure to know how to cut off fuel lines if you are using propane.

Picnic Food Safety
Proper food safety during barbecues can help to avoid tummy troubles later. Make sure to take safe food preparation precautions and avoid cross-contamination with plenty of hand washing. Take steps to keep foods at safe temperatures; cold foods should be kept on ice or refrigerated and left out no longer than an hour, and warm foods should be kept heated to at least 140°F until served. Keep all outdoor buffet dishes covered and try to keep insects from depositing germs onto your delicious meal. If you do end up with any sort of digestion problems after a barbecue, stay hydrated and seek medical assistance if you experience serious symptoms.

Summer Sun Safety
If you spend time in the sun, be sun safe! Use sunscreen of an appropriate SPF and make sure to reapply as necessary, especially if you are swimming or sweating. Drink plenty of water to stay hydrated and to keep cool. And don’t forget your eyes – wear a hat and sunglasses!

Memorial Day Travel Safety
Tens of millions of Americans travel during Memorial Day Weekend, so it is especially important to include safety into your weekend travel plans. Prepare your car for road trips by making sure your car is in top working condition; check your tire pressure and fill your tank before heading out on your trip, and make sure you are equipped with emergency essentials. Plan your drive ahead of time to choose direct routes on safe roads and keep an eye on weather forecasts to avoid driving with dangerous conditions. Never drive after drinking (by dominguez), travel with anyone who has been drinking, or allow anyone who has been drinking to drive. And of course, when you are driving, always wear your safety belt!

Memorial Day Safety Tips
Share these Memorial Day safety tips with your friends and family, and have a safe and happy holiday!


	


VA News 
VA announces major survivor benefits reforms
For immediate release
May 5, 2025
10:12 am

WASHINGTON — The Department of Veterans Affairs today announced a three-pronged approach to eliminate barriers and streamline the process for how eligible survivors and dependents of deceased Veterans and servicemembers apply for and receive VA benefits and services.

Specific improvements include:
· Starting this month, VA’s Office of Survivors Assistance will be moved from the Veterans Benefits Administration to the Office of the VA Secretary, reversing a Biden-era decision that buried OSA under layers of bureaucracy.
· Starting this month, VA will create a “white-glove” survivor outreach team to guide and assist eligible survivors throughout their Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) claims process.
· Starting immediately, VA will begin work to identify areas where automation can be used to make the DIC claims process easier to navigate for survivors.

“The last thing survivors need in their time of grief is frustrating red tape and bureaucracy. That’s why we are creating a better system to more quickly and effectively provide survivors the services, support and compassion they’ve earned,” said VA Secretary Doug Collins.
Background information on the changes VA announced today is below.

Relocating OSA
In 2021, the Biden administration moved OSA from the Office of the VA Secretary to the Veterans Benefits Administration, creating a siloed system at odds with the intent of the Veterans’ Benefits Improvement Act of 2008. Starting this month, VA will reverse this decision and move OSA to the Office of the VA Secretary, where a staff of five full-time employees will advise the Secretary on all matters related to the policies, programs and legislative issues affecting survivors and dependents.

“White-Glove” Survivor Outreach Team
Under previous administrations, there were gaps in the survivor claims system and no defined outreach process for VA employees to gather information from survivors navigating the benefit process. VA’s “White-Glove” Survivor Outreach Team will begin operations in May 2025 and consist of experts based out of the Philadelphia VA Regional Benefit Office. These experts will receive specialized training and guide and assist eligible survivors throughout every step of the DIC claims process with the goal of getting to “yes” on DIC claims decisions for eligible survivors.

Automation Improvements
VA now automates more than 1,000 DIC claims payments or adjustments per day and is in the process of ongoing enhancements to increase automation that will expedite survivors’ claims and improve their experience. VA will also be identifying additional areas where automation can be used to make all benefits delivery processes easier to navigate for eligible surviving dependents.

Humorous Dad Jokes of the Month

· Did you hear about the wig thief who escaped from prison? Police are combing the area to find him.
· I wondered why the baseball was getting closer and closer ... then it hit me.
· Where do surfers go for an education? Boarding school.
· Did you hear about the guy who was addicted to the hokey pokey? He turned himself around.
· Why doesn't it hurt if someone throws a can of Coke at your head? Because it's a soft drink.
· Why are libraries so tall? Because they have many stories.
· Why did the Energizer Bunny go to jail? He was charged with battery.
· What do cats eat for breakfast? Mice Krispies.
· What do French hedgehogs see on Groundhog Day? Their chateau.
· What do you get when you cross a fish with an elephant? Swimming trunks.
· Why did the chicken cross the playground? To get to the other slide.
· What color is the wind? Blew.
Building Rental

	Building
	Post Members
	Non-Members

	Post Building
	$200.00
	$400.00



There is a $200.00 refundable security deposit requirement as well. Please contact Paul Dennis at 360.688.6895 or at pdennis80@comcast.net to reserve either facility.

Service Officer Information

Do you feel that you have a residual health problem that is linked to your time in the service?  Have you applied for benefits with the Veterans Administration and been turned down?  If so, do not try to deal with the VA on your own. The Legion also has a Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) program that could help you one time with paying your utilities, rent/mortgage, or other emergency needs.  This is an American Legion Children and Youth program and to qualify you must have minor children in your home.  If you feel you need help regarding your VA benefits or the TFA program please call the Post Veteran Service Officer, Rose Hodgeboom.

The Lacey Veterans Service Hub also provides a wide variety of assistance to veterans and now has over 35 providers working out of there. The Hub is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (except holidays) and is located at 4232 6th Avenue SE, Suite 202, Lacey, WA 98503. The phone number is 360.456.3850.

Post Officers for 2024-2025

· Commander			Terry Ponton
· Past Commander			Bob Nakamura
· 1st Vice Commander		Sharonda Amamilo
· 2nd Vice Commander		Paul Dennis
· Adjutant 				Larry Granish
· Finance Officer			Gary Walker
· Chaplain				Les Christiansen
· Service Officer			Rose Hodgeboom
· Sergeant-at-Arms			Joe Carey
· Judge Advocate			Dave Hodgeboom
· Historian				Brenda Carey
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