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JUNE 2025 NEWSLETTER

Alert: I am seeking someone to be the next editor of the monthly newsletter. I will be stepping down as of 1 January 2026. If you would be interested in being the editor, please reach out to me at walkersolympia@comcast.net or catch me at one of our monthly meetings. 

Up-Coming Meetings

Monthly Membership Meetings (Second Friday of every month)
6:00 PM – Social
6:30 PM – Dinner
7:15 PM – Program & Meeting

13 June 2025

Installation of new Post Officers for the Year 2025-2026

Dinner will be soup and sandwiches.

July 2025

There will be no meeting.

8 August 2025

Program to be determined.

12 September 2025

Post’s Annual Law and Order Banquet

Up-Coming Events

10-12 July 2025
The Department Conference will be held at the Mirabeau Hotel in Spokane 2025. See Department website for more specifics.

9 August 2025
Veterans Golf Tournament at American Lake VA Golf Course. Hosted by Post 265. See attached flyer for more details.

Post Property Sales Update  

The closure of our property sales has been delayed due to change of developer. Studies and permitting process are proceeding.

Membership Update from Our Post Adjutant

Did you receive a renewal notice recently, but have already renewed your membership?

This may happen when you renew after the data cutoff date. Look at the right side of your renewal notice. You should see “AS OF:” and a date. That is the date that the National Headquarters in Indianapolis used to determine if your membership had been received. If you renewed sometime near that date, you notice probably crossed with your renewal. 

You can go to Mylegion.org at Membership Application (legion.org) to pay on-line or email our adjutant to pay directly to the Post.

If you have questions, you can call me at (360) 701-5921 or email me at lgrani@comcast.net. 

Larry Granish
Adjutant
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You can also follow Post activities on Facebook. Check it out and like us to follow events.
Our Facebook page is American Legion Post 94 Lacey Washington.

Sign Up for Mylegion.org if you haven’t already.

As a current registered user of www.MyLegion.org, do you know all the member benefits available to you?

As a current registered user of www.MyLegion.org, do you know all the member benefits available to you?

MyLegion is a free and secure website for American Legion and Sons of The American Legion members, as well as administrative officers of American Legion posts, districts and counties. Users can view their MyLegion.org membership account on any device with web access to quickly access member benefits.

As a registered user of MyLegion.org, you can:
- Manage profile information. You can see the information that National Headquarters has on file, such as your address, and make updates.
- Print membership card. You don’t have to wait for a new membership card to arrive in the mail. By having access to your membership record through MyLegion.org, you can easily print a current membership card.
- Renew membership. You can renew your membership online or set up automatic membership renewal.
- View member-only discounts. American Legion members have access to veteran and military family discounts from retail to travel.
- Manage American Legion subscriptions to Dispatch, e-newsletters and The American Legion Magazine.
- Find an American Legion accredited service officer. The Service Officer Directory in MyLegion.org provides access to accredited American Legion service officers who provide expert assistance, free of charge, to veterans and their families.
- Use the Veteran Benefit Calculator and state benefit information. Determine your eligibility for hundreds of available benefits, including a listing of veterans benefits by state.
- Get answers to frequently asked questions:
- How can I update demographics on my membership record?
- How can I print my membership card?
- How do I get my membership card when renewing online?
- How do I transfer my membership?
- When does your membership expire?
- Why did I receive a renewal notice if I have already paid?

Safety Tips
	
SUMMER SAFETY TIPS from the American Red Cross

GRILLING, FOOD SAFETY: Grilling sparks more than 10,000 home fires on average each year.

Always supervise a barbecue grill when in use. Never grill indoors or in any enclosed area. Make sure everyone, including pets, stays away from the grill, and keep it out in the open, away from the house, deck, tree branches or anything that could catch fire. In addition, the Red Cross encourages people to:
· Use the long-handled tools especially made for cooking on the grill to help keep the chef safe.
· Wash your hands, utensils and workstation before preparing the food.
· Don’t leave food out in the hot sun. Keep perishable foods in a cooler with plenty of ice or freezer gel packs.
· Separate uncooked meats, poultry and seafood from ready-to-eat foods like salads, fruits, vegetables, cheeses and desserts. Use separate plates and utensils to prevent cross-contamination.
 
CAMPING: Being prepared for emergencies is critical when you’re headed to an area with limited access to phone services and help.
Camping continues to grow in popularity in the United States with more than 81 million people camping in 2024. If you are heading out to camp or hike, wear layers of light-weight clothing, sunscreen and a hat. Plus, don’t forget to:
· Pack a first aid kit with insect repellant, sunscreen and personal medications. A variety of first aid kits and emergency supplies are available at redcrossstore.org
· Know the level of ability of your group and the environment around you. Plan to use hiking trails that are within your skill level.
· Share your plans, including where you are going and when you should be back, with a family member, neighbor or friend.
· Bring nutritious food items and plenty of water even if you don’t plan to stay overnight.
 
DOWNLOAD RED CROSS APPS Download the free Red Cross First Aid app so you’ll know what to do if emergency help is delayed and the free Emergency app for weather alerts, open Red Cross shelter locations and safety steps for different emergencies. Choose whether you want to view the content in English or Spanish with an easy-to-find language selector. Find these and all of the Red Cross apps in smartphone app stores by searching for the American Red Cross or going to redcross.org/apps.

Find more summer safety information here.

	


VA News 
VA health and benefits app reaches 3M downloads
For immediate release
June 6, 2025
12:00 pm

WASHINGTON — The Department of Veterans Affairs today announced that its Health and Benefits mobile app has achieved more than 3 million downloads since its launch in 2021.
The app, which has 1.4 million active users, provides Veterans access to a variety of VA health care and benefits information directly from their mobile phones, enabling users to:
· Refill and track VA prescriptions.
· Review appointments.
· Review claims and appeals status.
· Submit evidence for claims and appeals.
· Review VA payment and direct deposit information.
· Locate the closest VA facilities.
· Access the Veterans Crisis Line.
· Show proof of Veteran status. 
“VA’s Health and Benefits app gives Veterans fast and convenient access to a host of important information, from appointments to prescriptions and benefits,” said VA Acting Assistant Secretary for Information and Technology and Acting Chief Information Officer Eddie Pool. “We encourage all VA-enrolled Veterans to stay connected and informed by downloading the app.”  
Learn more about the app and download it.

Humorous Dad Jokes of the Month

· What does a baby computer call his father? Data.
· After an unsuccessful harvest, why did the farmer decide to try a career in music? Because he had a ton of sick beets.
· I only seem to get sick on weekdays. I must have a weekend immune system.
· My friend was showing me his tool shed and pointed to a ladder. “That's my stepladder,” he said. "I never knew my real ladder.”
· What do you call a Frenchman wearing sandals? Philippe Flop.
· Why is it so cheap to throw a party at a haunted house? Because the ghosts bring all the boos.
· I don’t get why Marvel doesn’t use the Hulk to advertise more. He’s basically one big Banner.
· What brand of underwear do scientists wear? Kelvin Klein.
· Which days are the strongest? Saturday and Sunday. The rest are weekdays.
· I just found out I’m colorblind. The news came out of the purple!
· Did you know your pupils are the last part to stop working when you die? They dilate.
· My wife asked me the other day where I got so much candy. I said, "I always have a few Twix up my sleeve."
· How do cows stay up to date? They read the Moo-spaper.
· What's the difference between a well-dressed man on a unicycle and a poorly-dressed man on a bicycle? Attire.
· I hate my job—all I do is crush cans all day. It’s soda pressing.

Building Rental

	Building
	Post Members
	Non-Members

	Post Building
	$200.00
	$400.00



There is a $200.00 refundable security deposit requirement as well. Please contact Paul Dennis at 360.688.6895 or at pdennis80@comcast.net to reserve either facility.

Service Officer Information

Do you feel that you have a residual health problem that is linked to your time in the service?  Have you applied for benefits with the Veterans Administration and been turned down?  If so, do not try to deal with the VA on your own. The Legion also has a Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) program that could help you one time with paying your utilities, rent/mortgage, or other emergency needs.  This is an American Legion Children and Youth program and to qualify you must have minor children in your home.  If you feel you need help regarding your VA benefits or the TFA program please call the Post Veteran Service Officer, Rose Hodgeboom.

The Lacey Veterans Service Hub also provides a wide variety of assistance to veterans and now has over 35 providers working out of there. The Hub is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (except holidays) and is located at 4232 6th Avenue SE, Suite 202, Lacey, WA 98503. The phone number is 360.456.3850.

Post Officers for 2024-2025

· Commander			Terry Ponton
· Past Commander			Bob Nakamura
· 1st Vice Commander		Sharonda Amamilo
· 2nd Vice Commander		Paul Dennis
· Adjutant 				Larry Granish
· Finance Officer			Gary Walker
· Chaplain				Les Christiansen
· Service Officer			Rose Hodgeboom
· Sergeant-at-Arms			Joe Carey
· Judge Advocate			Dave Hodgeboom
· Historian				Brenda Carey
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